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THE CLARK LOCAL OPTION BILL.

Anti-Liqu- or Legislation Defeated to Save
the Republican Party.

J. Knox Montgomery, in a communication to

the Midland, one of the organs of the United

Presbyterian church, lays bare the cowardly at-

titude of the Republican party on the liquor

quest ion. We republish the letter:
It has gone "the way of all the earth;" cr,

10 pit it more explicitly, it has gone the way
of all local option bills piescnted to the Ohio

legislature during the past six yeais. It went

to its long home the same road traveled by the
Haskell and Harris bill of fonner years

passed the lower house with ease, but was de-

feated by one vote, and that, in this instance,
the vole of Senator .Vilhelm, of Canton, the
home of the president. The bill was an anti-saloo- n

league "omni-paitisan- " measure and

provided for a local option vo'e it; muncipali-ti.'- s

and wards of municipalities upon petition

of twenty-fiv- per cent, of the qualified voters
i.i I he district affected.

'1 h bill pissed the lower house Februaiv 71I1,

: nd was prompily messaged over to the senate;
ti n Caldwell (a renegade

United I'nsb U riau, by the way,) "did not let

lie go l thi' sen.v.c, but :eliit lately held
i. up 10 give ll.e I'q ioi men time to do their
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work" so said the Columbus and Cincinnati
dailies of February Sth. These papeis further
gave as news from the capital, February Sth:
"To-daj- , Lieutenant-Governo- r Caldwell clos
eted himself in his room at the Neil House
with Colonel Carl Ilostetter, of Columbus, a

member of the member of the governor's staff
president of the state, brewers' association; W
V. D. Chapman, of Cleveland, secretary of the

same association, and Tim McDonoueh, of
Cleveland, president of the state liquor dealers'
association. In order to get time for this con-

ference the afternoon session of the senate was
adjourned. The conference discussed the best
method to secure the defeat of the Clark bill."
"Many of the Republican members hold to the
opinion that the party will lose many thousands
of votes in the next election if the bill becomes
a law, and this sentiment will be used as an ar-

gument to turn the majority against the propo-

sition." Further the press of February 9th
said: "According to the statement made by

Hon. Thos. R. Clark, of Franklin county, au-

thor of the bill, Governor Nash himself has
taken an active hand in the fight against the
bill. Clark stated to a fellow member that the
governor sent for him and declared that the
passage of the bill would mean a loss of 50,000
votes to the Republican party at the next state
election. He reprimanded the young legislator
for introducing such a measure. Mr. Clark
also states, and his statement is borne out by

others, that the governor to-d- sent for mem-

bers of the general assembl and asked them to
vote against the bill. He based this request
upon the desire for future Republican success.
Others who are interested in the defeat of the
Clark bill give a different reason for the gover-

nor's interest in this bit ot legislation. Accord-

ing to their statements, the stale liquor league
absolutely depended upon the state administra-
tion defeating the Clark bill, or any other bill
which might be presented of a similar character.
The brewers' association alone contributed
$50,000 to the Republican campaign fund, and
its members naturally expected some results be-

yond a Colonel's sword for their president."
All this is ancient history, I know, being the

record of February Sth, but it is recorded lien?

lxc.mso many of the readers of the Midland did
not sie tiie Columbus and Cincinnati papers of
February 9U1, and also to present the fact, that
GuViTiior Nash and our fiicnd, Lieutcnant-liovipio- i

Caldwell succeeded in giving the li-

quor iiileiists the lime they desirtd and needed
tor the deleat of the bill, since it was not voted
on in the senate until March a month and
a week afiev it passeil the lower house.

After its defeat in the senate, the Columbus
Citi, mi iwiid: "This point cannot be disputed,
the bill was defeated at the request of Governor
Nash and the national administration, as repre-

sented by Charles Dick andj Mark Ilanna.
Dick's friend and neighbor, Mr. Siebe, man-

aged the ftghl and applied the administration
pressure. John R. Ivlalloy, the spokesman of

Governor Nash, was also active, as was Charley
Pryor, .Senator Foraker's law partner. Direct
rcqu- sts were made to certain men by both
Foraker and Ilanna to vote against the bill for

party reasons."
Rev. Mr. Baker, superintendent of the Ohio

iUiti'saloon league, a Republican, says: "When
the Harris local option bill was before the
geneial assembly four years ago, the ciy was
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raised that it must not pass, as it would endan-

ger the chances of the party and Mr. McKin-ley'- s

election to the presidency. The Repub-
lican legislature which elected M. A. Hanna
senator two years ago, not only refused to give
advanced temperance legislation, but repealed
two of our most prominent temperance laws.
George K. Nash was elected governor, (by the
help of Mr. Baker and the anti-saloo- n league)
and his first official act was to appoint upon his
staff the leading distiller and the leading brewer
of the state; and tlia'; brewer president of the
brewers' association. lfor lieutenant-governo- r,

the party nominated the attorney of the brew-

ers, Caldwell, who in the most offensive man-

ner lobbied against the Clark bill. This bill
was defeated to-da- y by a strongly Republican
legislature on the ground that it would hurt the
party and might intefere with the re election of

Senator Foraker. This is a declaration of cer-

tain party leaders, that the saloons of
Ohio are more worthy of consideration than the
250,000 church voters."

The liquor interests openly defied the Repub-

lican legislature tc pass this mild, "very mild"
(Superintendent Baker calls it) local option
bill, declaring that they would defeat McKin-le- y

and lroraker if it became a law. The poli-

tical parties have long since learned that when
the liquor men say a thing they mean it; hence
the. defeat of the bill bv one vote.

Now "what is all this worth?" This ques
tion I cannot answer, but will say that these
facts :ire recited here for the purpose of asking
this question, what are the United Presbyterian
voters of Ohio going to do about it when they
get u chance to do something this tall? It does

st em that something ought to be. clone in the
great state of Ohio to convince the leaders of

the Republican party that there are several

thousand church members in that common
wealth whose opinions on the liquor question

are worthy of as much consideration, seeing

that they also have a vote, as are the opinions
of the distillers, brewers and saloon keepers.
250,000 Christian voters in Ohio, half of them
at least, we know, in the Republican party,
several thousand of them in the United Presby-

terian church, but thi Republican party does

not seem to be afraid to offend them lest the
prestage of the party be lost in the state. Are
we willing to admit that we are less loyal to our

convictions and our Lord than the saloon ele-

ment of Ohio is to its convictions and to its

lord? Evidently the Republican party is of

this opinion. We shall see next fall.

The canteen stays for fear of offending the

liquor interests and arraying them against the
Republican party. The Clark local option bill

in Oh io is defeated by one vote for fear of offend-

ing the liquor interests. Who runs the politics

of this country anyhow? It is easy to te'.l who

dos net. The 5,000,000 Christian voters are

not seriously considered by the party leaders,

and the church resolutions are read with the
understanding that "Ephraitn feedeth cn
wind."

r,ooo,ooo protests against the canteen at the
ballot box in this nation this fall and 100,000
protests against the defeat of the Clark bill in

Ohio this fall will do more to convince the Re-

publican party that the church is a living or-

ganism than all the resolutions it has ever writ-

ten.
Charlotte, N. C, April 5, 1900.
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And now .we have a camphor trust.

Should We Pay England's Bills.

A recent issue of the Chicago Inter Ocean
contains the followiug very sensible editorial,
which should be endorsed by every American:

Gaunt famine stalks through India. Nearly
5,000,000 persons are kept alive by public
charity, and the worst is yet to come. Ameri-
can missionaries are calling on this country to
save the starving. Lady Curzon, the Chicago
wife of the British viceroy, has made a special
appeal for aid to her native city. A local com-

mittee proposes to raise $50,000 in Chicago.
Similar eltorts are making elsewhere. The
state of Kansas is relied on for 100 car loads of
corn. Other states in the grain belt are ex-

pected to make similar contributions. The ss

in India is undoubtedly very great.
The famine promises to be the worst since
British rule began. What is the duty in the
premises as Americans?

"England has spent fully 500,000,000 to
subjugate the Botrs, and expects to spend at
least $300,000,000 more this year for the same
purpose, but she has no Millions to spare for
India. The English people raise vast sun.s to
care lor the widows and orphans of men who
have been sacrificed to exterminate republican
institutions in South Africa, but their own
wards are leit to the ravages of famine in Asia.
England has plenty of means to pay for shoot-
ing freemen and crushing republics, but only a
few thuiisand pounds to save the lives of Eng-
lish subjects in Hindoostan. England is one of
the two richest nations on the globe, but she, is
devoting her wealth to a land-grabbi- cam-
paign, and hence Americans are requested to
attend to her plain duties tor her.

"Suppose we respond to the appeal and come
to India's relief. Shall we not, by doing in
Indi? what England should do, aid in assuring
her the tree hand in the Orangs Free state and
the Transvaal? Shall we not, by assuming
England's duty toward India, indirectly help
her in the subjugation of the Boer freemen? Is
that an object to which any libprty-lovin- g Amer-
ican cares to give his money? Should we help
England to husband her resources for the op-

pression of the Boers by paying her charity
bills in India? These are the aspects oi the
case which seem worthy of serious consider-
ation.

"And wo have our own India to look after.,
There is starvation in Porto Rico a condition
which unwise legislation threatens to make per-
manent. While there are only thousands in
Porto Rico, as against millions in India, yet
many of these thousands are dying. The Porto
Ricans our own people, at our doors would
seem as worthy of charitable attention as the
distant and alien people of India.

41 We have our own Booriboola Gha in Porto
Rico. Why neglect our own and seek another
in India? Way should we shoulder England's
Hindoo burden and aid her to save her strength
to exterminate the Boers? Why not let Em
land's responsibility to India remain with' Eng-
land, where it belongs? If England prttei &
spend her money in war on the Boers, rather
than in the rescue of the starving in India, wb
should we spend our money to avert the shame
of such a choice? Why should we pay any
part of England's current bills?"
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